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The Mayamataisa Vastusastra,i.e.a
treatise on dwelling, and as such it
deals with all the facets of gods” and
men’s dwellings, from the choice of the
site to the iconography of the temple
walls. It contains numerous and precise
descriptions of villages and towns as
well as of the temples, houses,
mansions and palaces. It gives
indications for the selection of a proper
orientation, right dimensions, and of
appropriate materials. It intends to be a
manual for the architect and a
guidebook for the layman. Well-
thought-of by traditional architects
(sthapati-s) of South India, the treatise is
of great interest at a time when
technical traditions, in all fields, are
being scrutinized for their possible
modern application.

The present bilingual edition
prepared by Dr. Bruno Dagens,
contains critically edited Sanskrit text
which is an improvement over the
earlier edition by the same scholar and
published as No. 40 of Publicationsde
I'InstitutFrancaisd Indologie,
Pondicherry. The English translation,
also published earlier, has now been
revised with copious notes. The
usefulness of the edition has been
further enhanced by adding an
analytical table of contents and a
comprehensive glossary.
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*37EH1 MUl g A&7 T8I FHA, |
FEICHTEIH] =AU EHE: 11 g |l
[ vFfasmgE=, ]
HENHRISER Sxeaaiish |
SRIFIEIIHN g ARCHSTEA, I R 1l
SRRNISORAR YA JLeea |
>ERIeTEn: THfEE SqemT ufaEiEd 1l 3 1
HoHH &R agsieassys |
TSR "< AR TG LRI 1% ||
SEReNfefeRan yeaen aReRfie |
Errieheme = fawmT e S oy
IR AT g SR AR, |
SRR TYU shAYT 1l € I
SAAMAITE Sikh ekR@Y Feaa " |
S U RS R E AN L E LRI RRCH]

1. Chapter missing in F 7.D: & WAH MYU; E: Sgei Mo
2.G: 3 8.D: TTNUR-

3.G: s 9D“ﬁ|‘|ﬁﬂ¥m

4. E: fafese . 10.D: fawfie

5.G: omits verses 3b-5a 11.D: AFT=AA(?)

6. D : 31 instead of LA



CHAPTER 24

GATEWAYS!

1 I now give the characteristics of gateways which are to be proportio-

tonate to the (main) temple according to whether it is very small, small,
medium or large.

Dimensions of the five gateways

2-3a The width of the dvarasobba® (gateway of the first enclosure) is six
sevenths that of the main temple; those (of the gateways of the second,
third and fourth enclosures) are, respectively, seven eighths, eight
ninths and nine tenths (that of the main temple) and that of the
(gateway of the fifth enclosure), called gopura, is ten elevenths that of
the main temple. This applies when the main temple is small or very
small. .

3b-5 These are the prescriptions for temples of medium size: the five gate-
ways, from dvarasobba to gopura, have respective widths equal to
three quarters, four fifths, five sixths, six sevenths and seven eighths
(that of the central temple).

6-7a These are the prescriptions for large sized temples: the five gateways,
from dvarasobba to gopura, have respective widths equal to a third, a
half, two thirds, three quarters or four fifths (that of the central temple).

1. In this chapter the term gopura is used in places to designate any gateway (synonyms:
dvarayatana, dvdra) and in others as a shortened form of dvaragopura , proper designation
of gateways of the fifth enclosure of the temple (below v. 11). Several topics dealt with here
are found again in chapter 30 (vv. 57 sq.); however, that last concerns mainly palace. and
settlement  gateways (designated as well as gopura) and descriptions are often different.
Gateways are in several respects very much like temples; descriptions given in this chapter
(as in chapter 30) use the very same vocabulary applied before to the temple, even when
there is important contradictions between the respective structure of that two kinds of
edifice (see below note 16). About temple gateways, see Manasara (chapter 33), Iéanasiva
(kriya. 35.73-120), Silparatna (chapter 41), Affta (38.29-43); also J.C. Harle, Temple
Gateways of South India (Oxford, 1963) and Dagens 1984, pp.122-126. )

2. Duvdrasobbadivistaram gopurantam: ‘the width stacting with that of dvarasobbd and ending
with gopura’; the full list is given below (v. 11 ).
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e fiferen T gReMIRTE |
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12. D : Gt 7 19. G : omits verse 15
13.D: FeaEs- 20. D : TESRHA (cf 16b)
14. G : WRT 21.D ; FoABYEHUE o SRR
15. E : Sfefiad 22.D: T g FHE A .
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17. D and G omit 132 24.G: gl

18, E : TEARBEReRBeRra: 25.E: 7



7b-10

11.

12-18a

18b-
19a

CHAPTER 24 423

These widths are now given in cubits. If the main temple is small or
very small, there are three possible widths for each of the five gateways,
the first of which is the (dvdra)-sobba: they go from two cubits to
sixteen by successive increments of one.> (If the temple is of medium
size), the three series of widths for the five gates, the first of which is the
dvarasobbd, begin with three cubits and go up to thirty-one by incre-
ments of two cubits. (If the temple is big), fifteen dimensions are
obtained by starting with nine cubits and going up to thirty-seven by
successive increments of two cubits, which dimensions are the widths
of the five gateways, the first being (dvara)-sobba.

The five gateways

Duvarasobba, dvarasala, dvaraprasada (dvara)-barmya and gopura:
these are the respective names of (the gateways of the five enclosures)
the first of which is dvarasobhba.*

Their widths may also be measured in cubits (in the following way):
the five possible widths (of the main temple) being three, five, seven,
nine or eleven cubits, two cubits are added to make up (the widths
corresponding to) the first of the five (gateways). Thus, the five widths
of the dvarasobhba, which is on the first enclosure, are five, seven, nine,
eleven or thirteen cubits; the width of the dvarasala is from fifteen to
twenty-three cubits; the five widths of the dvaraprasada are from twenty-
five to thirty-three cubits; in the same way, the five widths of the

dvarabarmya go from thirty-five to forty-three cubits and, similarly, the
sages say that the five widths of the gopura go from forty-five to

fifty-three cubits. The procedure is the same for the palaces of great
universal kings.®

The length’of the five gateways, the first of which is (dvdra)-sobba
are respectively, one and a half, (one and three quarters), two and a
third and two and two thirds (their width).

3. That is to say that gateways of the first enclosure are to be two, three or four cubit wide, that

ofth

e second enclosure five, six or seven cubit wide, etc......

4. Same lists are found or, at least, alluded to in several other texts; however Ajifa calls the first
enclosure gateway ‘dvaragopura’ that of the fifth ‘mabagopura’ and the other three ‘gopura’
(Dagens 1984, p. 123).

5. Verses 13b-15a = 30.56b-58a.

6. That probably means that cakravartin can usc the same type of gateway as the gods, while
other kings must employ types described in chapter 30 (where cakravartin are not
mentioned in that respect).

7. Gateways are most often elongated buildings of which the long side are the main facades;
their length serves as reference dimension (mukbayama).
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27. Everywhere, except in E : FREII- 37.E: 9@t
srgui Bfrg Tefa:  38.E: TH
28. E ; SRIGaAg : 39. D : FEERARA
29.A,C,D,E, G far@; B : fr&R 40.G: omits 27a
30. E : TR 41. E : TEaH:
31.C: MHK . 42. C: WIS § HFY; D, E : SUBHRHGHF,
32.C: W 43.G: omits 28b
33.E: WAl 44.E: A

34.C: T’













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































